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The presented study examines the perception and assessment of Polish claims for war reparations from
the Federal Republic of Germany by the Russian society as represented in electronic media in July
2017 — August 2018.

Aim. The study aims to examine the opinion of Russian citizens on this issue and to assess their at-
titude toward any attempts to reconsider international agreements reached after World War II.
Tasks. The authors review electronic media that address the issue of Poland’s claims for reparations
from Germany; assess the trends and the prevailing opinion among the Russian society on this issue;
analyze the opinion of Russian citizens and based on the obtained results predict the perception of
the potential Polish claims for reparations from Russia for the damage dealt to Poland during military
action in its territory in 1941-1945.

Methods. This study uses the methods of structural and statistical analysis as well as social forecast-
ing of the impact of information published in electronic media on the public opinion of a neighboring
country.

Results. Active discussion of Poland’s claims for reparations from Germany in electronic media was
rather limited in scope. The interest in this topic was incidental, as evidenced by the level of meme
reactions. The predominant reaction of Russian citizens to Poland’s demands for reconsidering inter-
national agreements reached after World War II as well as earlier agreements lies in the negative-
indifferent spectrum. This study makes predictions and assumptions about how Russia’s official
representatives may perceive the potential measures that may be taken by Poland in terms of any
economic claims to Russia with regard to reparations for the war of 1941-1945.

Conclusions. The public opinion expressed in electronic media is reflected in the position of the coun-
try’s official representatives and fully corresponds with it. Russia’s public authorities appear to be
uninterested in Poland receiving reparations from Germany, do not consider it to be a subject for
discussion, and exclude the possibility of claims and demands to Russia in the context of this issue.
The general tone of comments based on historical facts in the Russian media can be described as calm.
At the same time, comments are not without sarcasm and criticism of Poland’s foreign policy.
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BocnpuaTne nonbCkux 3agBNeHU 0 BOEHHbIX penapauunsax ot denepatuBHoi
Pecnybnuku lfepmaHus B 9/1eKTPOHHbIX CPeACcTBax MaccoBoW UHPOPMaLMK
Poccum (uonb 2017 r. — aBryct 2018 r.)

Hpo3d Apocnae
npogeccop Yrusepcumema um. Cmepana Boiwunckozo 6 Bapwase, 00kmop sKOHOMULECKUX HAYK, npodeccop
01-815, ITonvwa, Bapwasa, ya. Hesaiimuc, 0. 5, e-mail: j.drozd@uksw.edu.pl

UccnenoBanue HampaBIeHO Ha M3YyUYEHWE BOCHPUATHUSA U OIEHKU DOCCUICKMM OOIIECTBOM 3aABISEMBIX
TOJIBCKOI CTOPOHOM TpeOOBaHUI O MOJYyUeHUN BOEHHBIX pemapaiuii ot @enepatubHoii Peciybiauru ep-
maHusa (PPT'), KoTopble IpeAcTaBIeHBI B 3JIEKTPOHHBIX cpeacTBax MaccoBoii napopmaiuu (CMU) Poccun
B utosge 2017 r. — aBrycre 2018 r.

ITenw. UccienoBaTh MHeHUE POCCUAH II0 JAaHHOMY BOIIPOCY U OII€HUTH UX OTHOIIEHME K JIIOOBIM IIOIBIT-
KaM ImepecMOTpa MeXAYHapPOAHBIX AJOTOBOPEHHOCTEI, JOCTUTHYTHIX IIOCJie BTOPOl MUPOBOM BOWHBI.
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3adawu. IlpoBecTu 0630p snmexTpouHBIXx CMU, KOoTOphIe 3aTparuBanu Temy TpeboBamuii Ilosbinm, 00-
pamenusix K @PI, 0o pemapalmoHHBIX BBIMJIATAaX; ONEHUTHh TEHIAEHIMH ¥ mpeobjajarliee MHEHUE B
poccUiicKOM OO0IecTBe IO 3TOMY BOIPOCY; IPOAHAJIM3UPOBATH MHEHUE POCCUMCKOIO O0IecTBa M Ha OC-
HOBAHUWM aHAJNN3a CAejaTh IIPOTHO3bI O BOCIPUATHUN POCCUIHAMU BO3MOKHBIX TPEOOBAHUN IOJIBCKOI
cTOpPOHBI K Poccuu o Bo3MeleHuu yiiepba, mpuunHeHHOro Ilosbilie BO BpeMsA BOEHHBIX AEMCTBUI Ha ee
Tepputopuu B nepuox Besmkoit OreuecTBeHHOU BOMHBEI 1941-1945 rr.

Memodonozus. Ilpu mpoBeleHNN MCCIELOBAHUSA MCIOJH30BAHBI METOABI CTPYKTYPHOTO, CTATHCTUYECKO-
ro aHaJIM3a U COIMAJbHOTO MPOTHO3UPOBAHUSA BO3HENCTBUA MHAOPMAIUN, IPEICTABIEHHON B 9JIEKTPOH-
mbeix CMMU, Ha o0lmecTBEeHHOE MHEHUE COIIPeaeIbHON CTPAHbI.

Pe3ynvmamul. AKTUBHOCTH OOCY:KIEHHUS BOIIPOCA, CBABAHHOIO ¢ TpeboBaHMAMU IlonbIIM O BBIIJIATE
penapanuit or @PI', HaXoaUT OTpaKeHue JUIIh B HECKOJbKUX 3JIeKTpoHHBIX CMU. MHTEpPEC K 9TOU Teme
OBLT HE3HAUUTEJIHHBIM, UTO MOATBEPKAAETCA YPOBHEM MEMOBBIX peakiuii. TeHIeHINA peakmuil y mpen-
CTaBUTEJIeN POCCUUCKOTO 0o0miecTBa Ha TpeboBaHuA [logbIIu 0 mepecMOTpe MeKIYHapOAHBIX JOTOBOPEH-
HOCTEHN mo pesyJsbTaTaM BTopoii MMPOBOI BOWHBI U PaHEE NOCTUTHYTHIX NJOTOBOPEHHOCTEH HAXOAUTCA B
CIIeKTpe HeraTUBHO-PABHOAYIIHOTO BOCIPUATUS. B cTaThe coelaHBI IPOTHO3BI M BHICKABAHBI IPEIIIOJIO-
JKEHUS O BOCIPUATUHN OPUNUATbHBIMY IMIPEICTABUTENIAMU POCCUU BO3ZMOKHBIX MeD, MPEeAIPUHATHIX ITOJIb-
CKOII CTOPDOHOY B OTHOIIEHWN KAKMX-JIN00 9KOHOMHYECKUX IpeTeH3uil K Poccuum, cBA3aHHBIX ¢ TpeboBa-
HASMHU pelapanuoHHBIX KOMIIEHCAIIUi BejencTBre BoWHBI 1941-1945 rr.

Bw1600vt. O01IeCTBEHHOE MHEHUE, IIPECTaBJIEHHOE B 3eKTpoHHEIX CMU, oTpaskeHO B ImOSMIIUU ODUIU-
aJbHBIX IIPENCTABUTEJIEH CTPAHBI U IOJHOCTHIO coryiacyerca ¢ Heil. OpraHbl rocyZapCTBEHHOM BJIACTH B
Poccuu He 3amHTepecoBaHbl B HACTOsAIee BpeMs BonpocoM mosayuenud [lonbireit penapanuii or 'epmanum,
He BUAAT IPeAMeTa IJisd AUCKYCCUU, MCKJIIYAIT BO3MOYKHOCTH IIPETEH3UM W TpeboBaHWM K Poccuu B
acmeKTe paccMaTpuBaeMoro Bompoca. OOIuii TOH KOMMEHTapHUeB C OMOpPOil Ha mcTropuyecKkue GaKThI B
poccuiickux CMU M0KHO OoxXapaKTepu3OBaTh KaK CIIOKOWHBIN. BmMecTe ¢ TeM KOMMEHTapUU HE JIUIIEHBI
UPOHUYECKOTO CapKa3dMa M KPUTUKY B OTHOIIEHUW IIOJHLCKOU BHEIIHEW IOJUTHUKHA.

Kantouesvie cnosa: nonvckue oenHsle penapayuu, I'epmanus, Poccus, mpebosanus, ywepb, cpedcmea

Maccosoll uHgopmayuu, obwecmao.

The question of Polish claims for war repara-
tions from the Federal Republic of Germany
(Germany) appears like a comet in the Polish
political firmament. This subject is recurrent-
ly debated whenever some political circles feel
urged to generate opinions that are favourable
to them, consolidate certain views among de-
clared supporters and, most importantly, gain
wider public support in crisis situations or dur-
ing the upcoming election campaigns. The is-
sue of Polish compensation from Germany has
been much written about in Poland. It should
be stressed that two fundamental publications
on this topic appeared (in 2004 and 2019)! as
a kind of reliable, expert response to political
campaigns focusing on the significance, topical-
ity and importance of the issue of compensation
from Germany, which were not very substantive
but found wider public resonance.
Occasionally recurring but very harsh public
statements on compensation from Germany made
by Polish politicians have prompted the author
to take an interest in how these are perceived in
the Russian electronic media, treated as a me-
dium for and a means of conveying the opinions
of Russian society. Electronic media, being easy
to access and analyse, are by their very nature
an attractive and convenient subject of research
for a foreign scientist, even if it would be even
more attractive to analyse the full spectrum of

Russian media. Unfortunately, such study would
require a major scientific project to be carried
out by a larger team of researchers and based on
sufficiently comprehensive materials. Given the
resources available, the author limited the time
of the study to one year. The prerequisite for
determining the starting point of the study was
a speech made by Jarostaw Kaczynski, President
of the Law and Justice Party, at the party’s
congress on 1 July 20172,

This is essentially a focus study of the Rus-
sian media since, as mentioned above, with the
resources available, it was impossible for the
author to make a comprehensive, cross-sectional
evaluation of the mass media content. Neverthe-
less, the study covered a number of titles repre-
sentative of the Russian Federation’s electronic
media world.

During the study, the author intuitively as-
sumed that the Polish discussion on war repara-
tions from Germany should potentially arouse
more interest in connection with the Kalinin-
grad Region (KR). Given the special geopoliti-
cal status of this administrative unit in the
Russian Federation (exclave) and its location on
the territory of the former East Prussia that
once belonged to the Third Reich, it could be
expected that the issue of reparations from Ger-
many raised in the Polish debate would find more
resonance in the Russian media when correlated

! The two-volume publication in 2004 [1; 2] and in 2019, the publication: [3].
2 Speech made on 1 July 2017 by J. Kaczynski, President of the Law and Justice Party, at the party’s congress
in Przysucha. URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PM4HUfArZdY (accessed: 28 February 2019) [4].
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Table 1

List of Analysed Leading Electronic Media in the Russian Federation

Name of Medium

Website Address

PUA HosocTu: riiaBHbIe HOBOCTH daca

https://www.ria.ru

Komcomonbckasa mpasga — Digital

https://www.kp.ru/online/news/2848590/

Lenta.Ru

https://www.Lenta.Ru

WsBecTusa

https://www.iz.ru

PBK («PocBusuecKoHcanTuHr»): HOBOCTH, KypChI BaJIOT, IIOroga

https://www.rbec.ru

Pambaep/menua

https://www.rambler.ru

Tagera.Ru: rimaBHBIe HOBOCTU U MOAPOOHOCTU TEKYIUX COOBITHIA

https://www.gazeta.ru

MocCKOBCKUI KOMCOMOJIEI]

https://www.mk.ru

NudopmanronubIil KaHan «Bectu»

https://www.vesti.ru

RT https://www.ru.rt.ru
TACC: HOBOCTH B Poccum u mupe https://www.tass.ru
LIFE.ru https://www.life.ru

Hearst Shkulev Digital — Hosoctu (HI'C)

http://www.hearst-shkulev-media.ru

AprymvenTsr u @PakTel // O6bsiCHAEM, UTO TPOUCXOTUT

https://www.aif.ru

Poccutickaa rasera: uspanue IIpaBurenbcTBa PP

https://www.rg.ru

CMM2: HOBOCTHOII arperaTop # HOBOCTHasg OOMeHHasd CeTh

https://smi2.ru/

WUsparensckuit om «KommepcaunTs»

https://www.kommersant.ru

PEH TB

https://www.ren.tv

HTB.ru: sHOBOCTH, BUAEO, IpAMOIl 9up Termeranana HTB

https://www.ntv.ru

Lentainform.com

https://www.Lentainform.com

DenepalbHOE aTE€HTCTBO HOBOCTEM

https://www.https://riafan.ru/

Cosmopolitan

https://www.cosmopoliten.ru

9x0 MoCKBEBI

https://echo.msk.ru/search/

URA.Ru: poccuiickoe nHGOPMAIIMOHHOE areHTCTBO

https://ura.news

E:xxemneBHasa gesoBas rasera «BemomocTn»

https://www.vedomosti.ru

Axrrou-MII®IOP: usganus AJIsS TUPEKTOPOB

http://www.action-mcfr.ru/

1Mediainvest: demepanbHbBIH MeIUAXOJITUHT

http://1mediainvest.ru

JHW.PY: uatepHer-rasera

https://dni.ru

B3IVIAL.PY

https://vz.ru

Pupnyc: mepuoguyueckoe MHTEPHET-U3TaHUE

https://www.ridus.ru/

Source: Athor’s own Research.

with the Kaliningrad Region (KR). In view of
the fact that the KR has a long border! with
Poland, communities living in border areas are
naturally more interested in the events in the
neighbouring country and there is an intense
movement of people between the Republic of
Poland and the KR, it could be assumed that
the issue of reparations from Germany raised
in the Republic of Poland will be reflected in
connection with the Kaliningrad Region’s geo-
political situation.

When determining the subject of study, the
author reflected upon the observed failure to
recognise the Russian aspect in any statements
made and, mostly verbal, activities taking place

in Poland in connection with reparations to be
possibly obtained from Germany. The fact that
some representatives of the Polish Parliament
and the political party which has been in power
since 2015 have no clear understanding of the
existing legal regulations and the legal and in-
ternational situation regarding the possibility of
war reparations being obtained by Poland from
Germany (under the Potsdam scheme) (which, in
practical terms, are impossible to obtain) may
lead to a dead end. Only then will it become clear
that further raising and occasional forcing of
the issue of reparations will bring authors of
such statements to the unexpected and surpris-
ing conclusion that the Polish road to German

! The total length of the land border between the Republic of Poland and the Kaliningrad Region in the Russian
Federation is 210 km, the sea border is 22 km whereas the land border between the Kaliningrad Region in the

Russian Federation and Lithuania is 273 km.
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reparations, as outlined in such enunciations,
leads, in a way, through the capitals of all four
great powers, and thus also through Moscow [3,
p. 368—375; 5, p. 5] as a kind of intermediary
[6], and obviously through Berlin.

This statement is fully justified in view of
the Potsdam arrangements on repatriations in
which the issue of Poland obtaining compen-
sation from Germany very much depends on
Russia’s position and approach to that matter.
If the intellectuals and experts (see also [7])
supporting Polish politicians who demand repa-
rations from Germany had been more reliable in
their work and thought pragmatically, the said
politicians would not have overlooked the role
of the Russian Federation (as the successor of
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) when
referring to and demanding reparations for
Poland. The provisions of the Potsdam Agree-
ment, as confirmed during the “Two Plus Four”
conference in Paris [8], clearly highlight the
role of each of the four great powers (and thus
also the role of the USSR’s successor) in the
process of establishing a “peace settlement”
for Germany.

According to the author, the Russian Federa-
tion, as the successor of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, one of the four signatories
of the Potsdam Agreement of 1945, should have
a keen interest in the claims for war reparations
for Poland from the Federal Republic of Germa-
ny which have been raised more frequently after
2015 by some political forces in the Republic
of Poland. Under the Potsdam Agreement (for
more details see: [9]), reparations for Poland
were to be paid out from the Soviet zone in
Germany. The amount of and rules for such
reparations to be obtained by the Polish party
were clearly defined in the Potsdam Agreement
and in the Polish-Soviet Agreement concluded
in August 1945!. In this context, it would seem
a natural reaction for Russia to pay more atten-
tion to, and for the Russian Federation’s media
to take greater interest in, Polish statements
on the problems of reparation. After all, it was
the Soviet Union that unilaterally renounced
the reparations from Germany? on 23 August
1954 and thus implying a similar decision of
the government of the People’s Republic of
Poland. In the situation when the USSR, as one
of the four powers responsible for Germany as
a whole, renounced its reparations, Poland was

left practically without options, as there was
no mechanism and possibility to collect repa-
rations, as referred to in the Potsdam Agree-
ment, from the part of Germany allocated to the
USSR under the said Agreement. Additionally,
with the German Democratic Republic having
been established in 1949 in the Soviet occu-
pation zone, the People’s Republic of Poland
had even more limited possibilities of, and,
in practical terms, was completely prevented
from, obtaining reparations from the GDR area.
Drawing conclusions from the situation at that
time, and being clearly encouraged by Mos-
cow and East Berlin, the government of Prime
Minister Cyrankiewicz decided to unilaterally
renounce war reparations [2, p. 269—271]. The
USSR’s decision and the Polish “Statement...”
[Tbidem] of 19583 practically closed the ques-
tion of obtaining reparations from Germany.
Consequently, efforts undertaken in Poland to
contest the legal status in this respect will have
little effect [10].

The discussion that has been going on in Po-
land for many years as to whether the govern-
ment in Warsaw that had made that decision
was sovereign is pointless in so far as, if we
questioned its sovereignty, we would have to
consider, for instance, the agreement between
the government of the United States of America
and the government of the People’s Republic
of Poland regarding claims of nationals of the
United States (including those of Jewish origin)
for property lost on Polish territory [11] during
the war, as well as all other international agree-
ments and treaties concluded by the government
in Warsaw between 1944 and 1989, to be invalid.

With these briefly presented conditions in
mind, the author has analysed the content pub-
lished by the listed web portals. It can be clearly
stated that the issues related to Polish repara-
tions from Germany were of marginal relevance
for the Russian media. To present the relatively
low significance of the topic “Poland — Repara-
tions — Germany”, below we show how often the
main topic was discussed as compared to other
subjects related to Poland, using the example
of the information portal of the foreign news
agency PUA Hosoctu.

Given the small number of publications on
the analysed topic, it can be assumed that the
subject is of little interest to the Russian audi-
ence, and the passive attitude of the media in

! Umowa miedzy Tymczasowym Rzadem Jednoéci Narodowej Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej i Rzadem Zwiazku
Socjalistycznych Republik Radzieckich w sprawie wynagrodzenia szk6d wyrzadzonych przez okupacje niemiecka z
16 sierpnia 1945 r. [Agreement between the Provisional Government of National Unity of the Republic of Poland
and the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on compensation for damage caused by the German

occupation of 16 August 1945] (in: [2, p. 41—44]).

2 By concluding the relevant agreement with the GDR (treated as Germany!), see Agreement between USRR’s
and German Democratic Republic’s governments on reparations and financial and economic obligations (in: [2,

p. 267-268]).
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Table 2

Exemplary Numbers of Publications on Topics Related to the Republic of Poland
at the RIA News Agency’s Website

Topic Number of Publications in the Period under Consideration
Polish Reparations from Germany 27
Nord Stream 1272
USA Sanctions 7 156
Baltic States (Pribaltyka) 525
Transit of gas Through Poland 69

Source: author’s own research based on the information obtained from the RIA News agency website (https://ria.

ru) in the period under consideration.

this respect results from little attention being

paid to the statements of the Polish state’s

leaders that the effects of the World War II

need to be reviewed with a view to Poland ob-

taining reparation from Germany. The Rus-
sian electronic media were dominated by clearly
negative and critical comments on Polish de-
mands for state reparations from Germany. It
was emphasized that the statements referring
to reparations were motivated, inter alia, by
concepts designed to change the Poland’s in-

ternational role, e.g.:

e attempts being made to establish a new bloc
of states, the so called “Miedzymorze”!, which
would be hostile to both Russia and the “old
Europe” countries. This resulted in unrealistic
efforts (by the Republic of Poland — JD) of an
insignificant Eastern European state directed
at the European hegemon — Germany [12];

e Poland striving to obtain a special status in
the EU and NATO [13];

e searching for some counter-measures which
would affect Germany’s position in connection
with any possible sanctions against Poland
within the EU [14];

e the ruling Law and Justice party (PiS) using
the historical memory for its own purposes
and relying on support to be provided from
across the ocean and Europeans being divided
in their opinions in the hope that such action
will contribute to increasing Poland’s role in
world politics;

e looking for instruments to stop the imple-
mentation of Nord Stream 2 by weakening
Germany’s involvement in the implementation
of this project [15];

e political bluffing in response to attempts made
by the EU to hold Warsaw accountable for lim-
iting the independence of Polish courts [14].

e Reference was also made to internal political
motifs such as:

e the personal anti-German views of J. Ka-
czynski, who controls the Law and Justice
party [16].

The Russian media considered the following
persons to be the most involved in the public
debate on reparations: J. Kaczynski, President
of the Law and Justice party; A. Macierewicz,
Defence Minister; B. Szydito, Prime Minister;
W. Waszczykowski, Foreign Minister; J. Czapu-
towicz, Foreign Minister and A. Mularczyk,
Member of Parliament. It was pointed out that,
unlike in Poland, where the speeches were made
by leading Polish politicians, only high-rank-
ing German officials, i. e. the Federal Govern-
ment spokesman, S.R. Seibert and his deputy,
U. Demmer, discussed that subject on the part
of Germany. It was also emphasized that German
representatives clearly stated that the Federal
Republic of Germany deemed the question of
Polish reparations to be definitely closed and
that the Polish government had not addressed
an official enquiry to the government in Berlin
in this matter [17; 18].

The speech made by the President of the Law
and Justice party on 1 July 2017 during the
party’s congress was perceived in Russia as a
kind of signal to open a Polish debate on repa-
rations, which rather resembled a campaign.
Most frequently quoted were the statements
made by A. Macierewicz, the Minister of De-
fence, such as:

e “It is not true that the Polish state has given
up on reparations due to us from Germany.
It was the Soviet colony called the People’s
Republic of Poland that partially abandoned
the reparations related to the territory of the
puppet Soviet state of the GDR” [15; 19; 20];

e and a statement on the USSR’s responsibility
for the Holocaust in connection the Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact being concluded with Nazi
Germany [21].

Relatively much attention was paid to the
speech made by B. Szydio, Prime Minister of
the Republic of Poland, on 24 August 2017,
in which she stated that Poland had the right
to obtain reparations from Germany [22; 23].
Following her speech, it was reminded that in

I In the Russian journalistic narrative, the term “Miedzymorze” (Intermarum) is used interchangeably with the

term “Trojmorze” (The Three Seas).
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2004, a commission appointed by L. Kaczynski,
who was the President of Warsaw at that time,
determined losses caused in the capital of Po-
land during the World War II to be USD 45
billion [24].

In some materials, it was pointed out how
dangerous it might be when Berlin, being con-
fronted with Polish claims, raises the issue of
Poland having made some territorial acquisi-
tions and expelled ethnic Germans from those
lands. The activities of Polish politicians were
described as follows: “Poland is playing a very
dangerous game with the Germans” [15]. When
commenting on Poland, Russian authors also
referred, inter alia, to Greece, which, without
success, raised the problem of reparations to
be obtained from Germany in 2016 [25].

There were only few materials that referred
to the possible role of Russia in the process
of demanding reparations from Germany. In
the broad context of Polish claims against Ger-
many, V. Kirjeev, a Russian analyst, stated
that, following the Polish example, Russia
might be entitled to compensation for Poland
having occupied the Kievan Rus and a Rus-
sian territory having separated from Russia
during the German occupation after the 1917
revolution [12].

Special attention was paid to the speeches of
A. Mularczyk, Member of Parliament, includ-
ing his announcements that the Sejm’s Bureau
of Research would present calculations of the
amount of Polish reparation claims [20]. The
media followed quite closely the values listed by
the Polish Member of Parliament to determine
the amount of Polish reparations. It was first
stated that the amount requested by him was
USD 850 billion, and then a few weeks later
that it was USD 543 billion [26].

It was also reported that, inter alia, W. Waszc-
zykowski, Foreign Minister, had emphasized the
joint responsibility of the USSR and Germany
for the causes of the World War II [12] and
consequently, made Poland’s bid for compen-
sation from Russia [27], whereas J. Czaputo-
wicz, Foreign Minister had stated in Berlin that
Polish-German talks on reparations should be
held at expert level [28]. It was also pointed
out that S. Pieta, Member of Parliament and
M. Gosiewska, Member of Parliament made
claims for war reparations from Russia as well,
demanding payment of trillions of zlotys for
“all crimes” committed by the USSR against
Poland [29]. The media also noticed the state-
ment of J. Hell, Polish Ambassador to Kiev,
who raised the issue of Poland and Ukraine not
having obtained the compensation due to them
from Germany because all reparations had been
taken by the USSR (i. e. Russia) [30]. Gener-
ally speaking, it can be stated that despite a

Economics and Management =N 12 (170) 2019

number of the above-mentioned publications

and the issue of Poland’s compensation from

Germany being mentioned on several occasions,

the Russian electronic media were not particu-

larly interested in this matter.

The author believes that the issue of Ger-
man compensation for the Republic of Poland
was given little attention in the Russian media
possibly due to the following reasons:

1) the Russian media are not interested in con-
siderations and analyses that could result in
a new interpretation of the course and effects
of the World War II. This could violate the
widespread and well-established myth of the
Great Patriotic War that constitutes the Rus-
sian society;

2) Polish statements on reparations are not con-
sidered to be realistic and likely to materially
affect or harm the international and substan-
tive interests of the Russian Federation and
its citizens;

3) activities undertaken in Poland with regard
to reparations due from Germany are seen as
manifestations of internal political activities
and local controversies that do not interfere
with the Russian policy goals and even bring
certain benefits to Moscow;

4) the ostentatious and rather emotional nature
of the statements made by Polish politicians
is seen rather as a means to find an internal
political resonance and provide some excite-
ment for the public opinion than as an action
aimed at achieving real political results at
the international level.

It should also be emphasized that political
statements with calls for World War II repara-
tions from Germany made by Polish politicians
are perceived in a very similar way in practically
all the analysed publications. Consequently, it
can be assumed that different evaluations are
rather unlikely to be found in other Russian
media that have not been analysed by the author.
It should be noted that Russian authors referred
to similar demands made against Germany by
Greece, though rather to demonstrate the inef-
fectiveness of Polish claims.

Even if it was noted that Polish politicians al-
so call for reparations from Russia, this subject
was not analysed in more detail. With general
remarks being made about Poland having little
chance of obtaining reparations from Germany,
it was implicitly suggested that the same applies
to any potential claims from Russia. Unfortu-
nately, the research postulate formulated in the
introduction about the possible special relation
between the subject of Polish reparations and
issues related to the Kaliningrad Region has
not been confirmed. This convergence was not
found in any of the studied electronic media
publications.
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Finally, it can be concluded that the issue
of Polish compensation from Germany did not
become a media event in Russian electronic
news portals during the period under review.
Its significance can be assessed as low. Despite
this subject having been raised, it accounted
for 0.2 % of the total number of analysed pub-
lications about Poland. The general tone of the
comments was rather calm and factual, though
not devoid of ironic sarcasm and criticism of
Polish foreign policy.

In many cases, the used materials on Pol-
ish reparations were the starting point and
provided a context for a broader analysis and
evaluation of the mechanisms of Polish policy
towards the EU and the USA, as well as the

Polish historical policy. It can be assumed that
the opinions on reparations expressed in the
media during the relevant period reflected the
Russian authorities’ knowledge and attitude.
The media communicated the views and the cur-
rent position of the Russian Federation’s state
administration to the general public. Given how
the form and content of mass media statements
on the Russian Federation’s foreign relations
are determined, it can be concluded that the
authorities in Moscow are not at present very
interested in the issue of Poland obtaining repa-
rations from Germany, and to a lesser extent
from Russia. The problem is, however, still of
relevance and will remain the author’s focus
of attention.
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